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Listed below are the eligible items that can be placed in the 

GREEN Recycle Container:

Beverage 

cartons

Offi ce paper and 
Junk mail

Steel cans and 
empty aerosol cans

Aluminum cans, 

aluminum foil and 
pie tins

Plastic containers

numbers 1-7
Glass bottles 

and jars

Thornton’s 
One Container Recycling

Paperboard (cereal 
boxes, paper towel 

rolls, etc.)

Flattened 
cardboard

Magazines and 
catalogs

Phone books

For more information on recycling, visit www.cityofthornton.net/TrashRecycling, 
email environmentalsvcs@cityofthornton.net, or call 720-977-6200.

Disponible en español.

   
  
                  
     

Newspapers and 
inserts

Brown paper bags

Guidelines:
• No sorting, all eligible items in one container

• All containers should be rinsed and free of 
any debris or residue

• No containers larger than 2½ gallons in size
• Remove and discard lids that screw on

  
 
    
  
 
 
    

  


 
  

   
    
  

    
 

   
 

     
 

   
   
   

   
    

  
   
  
 
  
  
  





 

 

Drop-off bins are located in the parking lot areas at these 

locations. Locations are subject to change without notice. 

 Thornton Municipal Service Center - 88th Avenue & Colorado Boulevard 
 North Star Park - south side of 88th Avenue, a quarter mile east of Huron Street 
 Margaret W. Carpenter Recreation Center - 108th Avenue & Colorado Boulevard 
 Fire Station #4 - 128th Avenue just west of Lafayette Street 
 Fire Station #5 - 140th Avenue & Colorado Boulevard 

 

Items accepted for recycling at these drop-off locations 

include everything listed on the front page. 

 

Acceptable plastic containers include: 

 Narrow necked containers #1 and #2; caps removed 

 Any container stamped #3 - #7 (except those listed under unacceptable plastics below) 

 Wide mouth containers stamped #1 - #7 (such as butter/margarine/cottage cheese tubs) 
with snap on lids 

 Yogurt containers stamped #1 - #7 with snap on lids 

 Clear clamshells such as sandwich or cookie containers from the deli or bakery, stamped 
#1 - #7 

 Pails stamped #1 - #7; snap on lids are ok 

 Flower and garden pots stamped #1 - #7 

 Nalgene bottles #7 
 

Unacceptable plastic/items: 

 No frozen food microwave trays 

 No food trays or party platters even if stamped with #1 - #7 

 No automotive chemical containers including motor oil and antifreeze bottles 

 No pesticide containers 

 No styrofoam of any kind 

 No other forms of plastic of any kind, such as toys 
 

Plastic Bags can be recycled, just not as part of the mix in your recycling container.  Instead, drop 
them off at specially marked plastic bag recycle bins in the front of your favorite grocery store or 
supermarket. 
 

Shredded paper causes difficulties during the sorting process at the recycle facilities.  Don’t place 
it in your green container, instead tear semi-confidential documents by hand, then throw them 
into your recycle container. 
 

Scrap metal does not go in your green container.  These items cause excessive damage to the 
recycling equipment. 
 

Latex paint can be placed in the normal trash, once it’s dried out.  Remove the lid from the 
container.  If needed, use an absorbent material such as cat litter to speed up the drying process.  
Visit www.paintcare.org for more recycling options and drop-off locations. 
 

Ceramics, china, dishes, mirrors and light bulbs do not go in the container!  They have different 
melting points and chemical compositions that ruin new glass bottles.  The entire load could be 
rejected! 
 

Paper board boxes that were designed for freezer foods, such as frozen pizza and entrees, have a 
plastic polymer sprayed on them to protect against freezer burn and do not go in your recycling 
container.  That coating prevents the box from breaking up in the recycling process. 
 
 
 
 

Visit www.cityofthornton.net/TrashRecycling for more information on recycling or email 
environmentalsvcs@cityofthornton.net if you have questions about specific items not listed here. 

http://www.paintcare.org/
http://www.cityofthornton.net/
mailto:environmentalsvcs@cityofthornton.net
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